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As a study of the economic development of the city of Rome, the gov- 
erning centre of the civilized world, it stands alone in its completeness, 
in the thorough use which the author has made of available evidence, in 
the sound judgment which he has shown, and in the clear, convincing 
way in which he has set forth his conclusions. 
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Almost from the beginning of Hindu time the Brahmanical religion 
of India was subjected to criticism and renewed speculation on the part 
of Hindu thinkers of independent mind, resulting in much heterodox 
teaching and Sectarian activity. The religion of the Jainas is the older 
of the two great heretical Sects which grew up many centuries before 
Christ, the other being Buddhism. Unlike Buddhism the Jaiha religion 
was not founded by a single great religious teacher, but reveres tradi- 
tionally twenty- four Saviors (Arhats) which go back to an unthinkable 
antiquity. Only the last two of these have any kind of historical 
standing, and even they are known only by tradition founded upon 
more or less dubious chronicles. The older of these is Pargvanatha, said 
to have been born in 817 B. o. He seems indeed to have been an histor- 
ical personage; at any rate he figures large in Jaina consciousness, and 
the doctrines ascribed to him are fundamental in Jaina religion. 

The present work contains the fullest extant account of the Jama 
Savior Pargvanatha's life, preceded by nine pre-births, all treated with 
the care of a chronicle of real life and with the sincerity of devout 
belief. With this life are interwoven a large number of stories illus- 
trating Jaina morality and doctrine. The Jainas are, perhaps, the best 
story-tellers of India; the present volume adds to the chain of Hindu 
fiction books a jewel of no mean price. This work should arrest the 
attention of students of Comparative Literature and Folklore as well 
as students of the History of Religion. 
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